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meat.   They wanted to prevent the triumph of the socialist revolution and
bring the Soviet regime to Its doom.

Lenin immediately took the most energetic measures to suppress the
rebellion. He sent telephone messages to all the district Party Committees,
District Soviets and District Headquarters of the Red Army ordering them
"to mobilize all forces^ to rouse everybody immediately to apprehend the
criminals.35* The rebellion was crashed literally within a few hours.

Lenin also watched the moves of the German imperialists who wanted
to use the assassination of Mirbach by the Socialist-Revolutionaries as a
pretest for intervention. The German Government demanded that a
battalion of German soldiers be allowed to be quartered in Moscow, ostensibly
for the purpose of protecting the German Embassy. The Soviet Govern-
ment gave a stern rebuff to this attempt to encroach upon the sovereignty
of the country, Lenin replied that this would mean "the beginning of the
occupation of Russia by foreign troops/* and he warned the arrogant German
imperialists that the Soviet Government would retaliate to any attempt on
their part to send troops to Moscow by "an intensified mobilization and a
call to arms of all male workers and peasants for the purpose of offering
resistance. . . . The workers and peasants of Russia will wage this
revolutionary war hand in hand with the Soviet Government to the last
gasp."**

Lenin at once informed Stalin, then in Tsaritsyn, about the "Left"
Socialist-Revolutionary rebellion. "We shall liquidate it this very night,
ruthlessly, and tell the entire people the truth," he wrote. "We are at a
hair's breadth from war. ... It is necessary everywhere ruthlessly to crush
these wretched and hysterical adventurers who have become tools of the
counter-revolutionaries." To this Stalin replied : "As regards the hysterical
ones, you may rest assured that our hand will not falter. We shall treat the
enemies as enemies should be treated."***

One of the items of business of the Fifth Congress of Soviets was the
adoption of the Constitution of the R.S.F.S.R., the first Soviet Constitution,
a most active part in the drafting of which was taken by Lenin, Stalin and
Sverdlov. Its adoption by the congress was the crowning point of an entire
historical stage in die work of building up the Soviet state. With great joy
and pride Lenin wrote to Clara Zetfin in July 1918 : "I have just been
handed the new State Seal. Here is an "impress of it. The inscription
reads : 'Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic. Proletarians of All
Countries, Unite P ******

Meanwhile, the imperialist countries were preparing for armed inter-
vention in Soviet Russia, and at the end of May and the beginning of June
it was evident that the period of respite was drawing to a close. In the
above-mentioned letter to Clara Zetkin Lenin wrote: "We are now passing
through what are perhaps the most difficult weeks of the entire revolution,
The dass struggle and civil war have penetrated deeply among the population.
In all the rural districts there is a split: the poor peasants side with us5 the
kulaks are furiously opposed to us. The Entente has bought the Czecho-
slovaks ; raunter-revolutionary rebellion is raging everywhere, the entire
bourgeoisie is straining every nerve to overthrow us. Nevertheless, we are
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